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Amish Equine Programs Earn Happy
Trails A Grant & Recognition

About four
years ago, Happy
Trails created a
unique program
that would barely
begin to address the
equine-related
issues in Ohio’s
extensive Amish
communities. We
christened it the
Happy Trails
Amish Horse
Retirement Pro-
gram, created when
it was brought to
our attention the
sheer number of
Amish-owned
horses that were
going through the
slaughterhouse
auctions every
weekend. These horses were once
hard workers and had served their
families well, most of them for
quite a number of years.

Often these hard-working
horses had simply reached an age
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where, due to their years of hard
work, succumbed to health issues
such as arthritis from pulling the
heavy plow equipment used for
planting and harvesting, or blown

Pookie The Duck heads up a
new Happy Trails program —
The Farm Animal Visitation
Program for senior citizen
nursing homes and assisted
living facilities. Farm animals
begin to visit nursing homes to
be pet and loved by elderly
residents — story on page 11.

Tony, a 21 year old Belgian gelding, gets a friendly pat from
Ernie Krasovic. Tony is an ambassador for the Happy Trails
Amish Horse Retirement Program, and helps people who
are interested in adopting a retired Amish draft horse learn
about big-horse safety. Tony and his hitch-team partner,
another Belgian gelding named Red, came to Happy Trails
from an Amish farm in Fredericksburg several years ago.
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